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Harassment issues continue to roi 


New policies ordered; other accusers surfacing 


By Dave Orrick Pioneer Press 
and Don Davis e Forum News Service 


Changes are coming to the state 
Capitol just days after two Minneso- 
ta legislators were accused of sexu- 
al harassment. 


The Democratic-Farmer-Labor 
Party announced Monday that it 
will require candidates receiving 
party support to take sexual harass- 
ment and workplace conduct train- 
ing. And Gov. Mark Dayton, who 
has asked that both lawmakers 
resign, ordered a review of all state 


policies on sexual harassment and 
assault. 

Also on Monday, the attorney for a 
female lobbyist who accused Rep. 
Tony Cornish, R-Vernon Center, of 
years of sexual harassment sent let- 
ters to Cornish and the Minnesota 
House demanding that evidence be 
preserved, a sign the lobbyist is con- 
sidering a lawsuit. 

Other women are deciding wheth- 
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er they should come forward with 
accusations against Cornish as well, 
the lawyer said. 

The story expanded Monday as 
another female lawmaker said male 
colleagues have harassed her. 

Cornish and Sen. Dan Schoen, 
DFL-St. Paul Park, each have been 
the target of calls to resign from 
officials since women accused them 
last week of harassment. 
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il Capitol 


Neither has quit, and both deny 
doing anything improper. 

The allegations influenced how 
Democrats will deal with candi- 
dates. 

“Sexual harassment is a pervasive 
problem that needs to be 
addressed,” party Chairman Ken 
Martin said. 
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Relatives weep over the body of an earthquake victim in Sarpol-e-Zahab, western Iran, on Monday. A powerful 7.3-magnitude earthquake struck the 


lraq-lran border region on Monday and killed more than 400 people in both countries. 


Area was devastated in 1980s war 


By Nasser Karimi and Amir Vahdat 
Associated Press 


TEHRAN, Iran — Rescuers dug 
with their bare hands Monday 
through the debris of buildings 
brought down by a powerful 
earthquake that killed more than 
400 people in the once-contested 
mountainous border region 
between Iraq and Iran, with near- 
ly all of the victims in an area 
rebuilt since the end of the ruin- 
ous 1980s war. 

Sunday nights magnitude 7.3 
earthquake struck about 19 miles 
outside the eastern Iraqi city of 
Halabja, according to the most 


recent measurements from the 
U.S. Geological Survey. It hit at 
9:48 p.m. Iran time, just as people 
were going to bed. 

The worst damage appeared to 
be in the Kurdish town of Sarpol-e- 
Zahab in the western Iranian 
province of Kermanshah, which 
sits in the Zagros Mountains that 
divide Iran and Iraq. 

Residents fled into the streets as 
the quake struck, without time to 
grab their possessions, as apart- 
ment complexes collapsed into 
rubble. Outside walls of some 
complexes were sheared off by the 
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POURIA PAKIZEH / IRANIAN STUDENTS NEWS AGENCY, ISNA 
A rescue worker searches debris for survivors with his sniffing dog 


Monday in Sarpol-e-Zahab. 


World's Fair 


grounds: 


Could it be 
Twin Cities? 


Poland and Argentina 


also finalists as 
Expo decision nears 


By Steve Karnowski 
Associated Press 


Minnesota is hoping to host the 
first World’s Fair on U.S. soil in 
nearly 40 years, but it will have to 
overcome bids by Poland’s third- 
largest city, Lodz, and the Argentine 
capital of Buenos Aires when a win- 
ner is selected in the coming days. 

The events that introduced the 
world to the Eiffel Tower, Space 
Needle and Ferris Wheel have lost 
some of their cultural relevance in 
an age of globalization and cheap 
air travel. But World’s Fairs — now 
referred to as World Expos for the 
largest events held every five years 
and as specialized expos for smaller 
ones in other years — still draw mil- 
lions of visitors and allow hosts to 
show off. 

The Bureau of International Expo- 
sitions will choose the site of the 
2022 or 2023 specialized expo on 
Wednesday in Paris. Minnesota’s 
theme is health and wellness, 
Lodz’s is the reinvention of cities 
and Buenos Aires’ highlights cre- 
ative industries in the digital era. 

Here’s a closer look: 


WHAT ARE EXPOS? 


According to the BIE, expos are 
global events aimed at “educating 
the public, sharing innovations, pro- 
moting progress and fostering coop- 
eration.” They’re meant to bring the 
world together to find solutions to 
some fundamental challenge of 
humanity. Visitors tour pavilions 
where participating countries and 
organizations showcase their 
contributions on the theme, while 
experts and diplomats attend 
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Moore faces his second accuser from 1970s 


GOP pushing 
for Alabama Senate 
candidate's ouster 


By Alan Fram and Bruce Schreiner 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — A second 
woman emerged Monday to 
accuse Roy Moore of sexually 
assaulting her as a teenager in 
the late 1970s, this time in a 
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locked car, fur- 
ther roiling the 
Alabama Repub- 
lican’s candidacy 
for an open Sen- 
ate seat. Moore 
strongly denied 
it, even as his 
own party’s lead- 
ers intensified their efforts to 
push him out of the race. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell took a remarkably 
personal swipe at his party’s can- 
didate for a Senate seat the GOP 
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cannot afford to lose. “I believe 
the women,” he said, marking an 
intensified effort by leaders to 
ditch Moore before a Dec. 12 spe- 
cial election that has swung from 
an assured GOP victory to one 
that Democrats could conceivably 
swipe. 

Moore abruptly called a news 
conference in Gallant, Ala., after 
a tearful Beverly Young Nelson’s 
detailed the new allegations to 
reporters in New York. 
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Emergency shelter to open 
in former county detox 


By Frederick Melo 


fmelo@pioneerpress.com 


For months, St. Paul City Council 
Member Rebecca Noecker met with 
county officials, representatives of 
philanthropic foundations and St. 
Paul police to figure out how to 
avoid a repeat of last winter. 

That’s when officers found them- 
selves shuttling homeless residents 
from downtown skyways to — well, 


to nowhere in particular. When tem- 
peratures dropped, the Union Gos- 
pel Mission and Higher Ground St. 
Paul shelters filled to capacity, and 
there was no place to take the 
homeless. 

“We can’t have another winter like 
we had last winter, especially with 
the skyways closing at midnight,” 
said Noecker. She believes a 
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